FONTBONNE UNIVERSITY CHAPTER

September 7, 2021
Leadership Team
Faculty General Assembly
Fontbonne University
Dear Colleagues,
Fontbonne University’s Mission Statement says we are “committed to the common
good” and that we are “inspiring students to become global citizens who … act
ethically.” Without doubt we have students and staff on campus who are
immunocompromised, have unvaccinated children at home, or simply feel vulnerable
and endangered by breakthrough cases of the delta variant among the vaccinated.
The President of AAUP, Irene Mulvey, puts it clearly: “In far too many of our colleges
and universities, instead of dealing with the reality of a more contagious variant and
how that will spread through a population that is not fully vaccinated, we see magical
thinking and plans being put into place as if the pandemic is effectively over.
Colleges and universities are uniquely positioned to be places where the best
science and the most effective requirements and guidelines—based on the expertise
of public health faculty—should be put into place. Our institutions of higher education
should be leading the way out of the pandemic.” Washington University in Saint
Louis, Saint Louis University, and Webster University are all requiring that the
members of their campus communities be fully vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2.
The Fontbonne University Chapter of the American Association of University
Professors believes that the Fontbonne Mission obligates the University to
demonstrate concern for the common good by enforcing a similar mandate for
vaccination. A mask mandate is not the best defense against a serious pandemic.
Fontbonne’s AAUP chapter therefore requests that Fontbonne University
immediately require all of its employees and all of its students to either show proof of
vaccination or cooperate in obtaining full vaccination status by the end of the
calendar year.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sharon McCaslin
President, Fontbonne Chapter, AAUP

